
A SKYLINE OF THE FAR NORTH 

HANS HEYSEN’S 

RECENT WATERCOLOURS 

INCLUDING PAINTINGS OF THE FLINDERS RANGE 


GROSVENOR GALLERIES 
219 GEORGE ST., SYDNEY 


JUNE 14th to 30th 
1928 



INTRODUCTION 


Heysen’s Recent Watercolours 

By LIONEL LINDSAY 


ENJOYED that sudden thrill of plea¬ 
sure, in all experience in the face of 
anything fine and unexpected, when 
Heysen showed me his watercolours 
^ of the Arkaba Country. I saw im¬ 

mediately that he had said something new, something 
unrelated to his past emotional expression and 
objective. 



Heysen has painted many phases of landscape, for 
within easy reach of his home lie river and range, 
forest and farm lands. Like his kinsmen of the Bar- 
bizon School, he has been interested in the life of 
the farm—the ploughing, harrowing and reaping, 
stock and sheep on the roads, and herds driven to 
pasture. These and his beloved gums have furnished 
him with a thousand pastoral and bush subjects. 

There is little in the science of composition that 
Heysen does not know, and he is a master of 
chiaroscuro. His sense of rhythm, his knowledge of 
form are unquestionable. Yet here, before this 
nakedness of the Earth, I was conscious of a certain 
innocency of composition—a directness of approach in 
the sketches which lifted and delighted me. To this 
end, I thought, should all knowledge come, to spon¬ 
taneous recreation after the way of nature herself. 

Before the desolate splendour of these hills, un¬ 
touched by man’s civilising hand, the painter had 
added nothing. He had remained impersonal, content 
to convey his impression, to embody the character 
and structure of forms revealed by the various modi¬ 
fications of light. This, I believe, is the right approach 
to landscape. 
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No. 

I. 

The Arkaba Range. Far North 

_ 

Gns. 

80 

2. 

The Guardian of Aroona Valley 

- 

*35 

3 - 

Mountain land. Flinders Range 

- 

85 

4 - 

The Barren Hills of Edina 

- 

75 

5 - 

A Skyline of the Far North - 

- 

80 

6. 

Arkaba ------ 

- 

80 

7 - 

The Aroona Valley - - - 

- 

85 

8. 

Brachina Gorge. Flinders Range - 

- 

*35 

9 - 

Cloud Shadows in the Bunyeroo Valley 

75 

10. 

September Afternoon. Ambleside - 

- 

85 

ii. 

Morning in April - 

- 

75 

12. 

The Hill Top - 

- 

75 

r 3 - 

Red Gold. River Murray 

- 

75 

! 4 * 

A Group of Red Gums- 

- 

75 

x 5 * 

Morning Light - - - - 

- 

75 

16. 

The South Coast (South Australia) - 

- 

80 

I 7 - 

Late Afternoon. River Murray 

- 

75 

18. 

The Red Gum - - - - 

- 

75 

19. 

Rapid Bay. South Coast 

- 

75 

20. 

An Autumn Morning - - - 

- 

80 

21. 

Springtime - - 

- 

80 

22. 

Mouth of the Inman River 

- 

75 

23. 

The Little White House- 

- 

85 

24. 

Cobweb Hill ----- 

- 

75 

25. 

Young White Gums - 

- 

80 

26. 

Folding Hills - 

- 

75 

27. 

Sunlit Gums ------ 

- 

75 

28. 

The Farmyard Gum - - not 

for sale 
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